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Health Service feels the 
weight of the evidence is 
increasingly pointing in 
one direction:: that exces- 


This Is the lath of 16 articles on cancer, presenting a 
'. summary of current techniques in treatment and pre- 
vention of the disease. ^ ' 

; BY HARRY NELSON, Times Medical Editor . ■' 
j> Is smoking a factor in lung cancer, the leading cause 
■:.Vof cancerdeathinmen? ^ V' i ■ v 

. Yes, says the American Cancer Society. ^ 

: ,; -But the tobacco ihdua- evidence which proved' 
, . try, which has put up that smoking was the 

nearly $3.5 million for re- cause of the disease, 

search Into tobacco and ■ The statistical relation- 
,, health by independent ship has been strong 
'' scientists, points out that enough, however, to 
• the ACS assertion has not prompt the surgeon gen- 

• been proved and rests en- United States 

tirely on' statistical evi- declarer “The Public 

- dence. .• Health Service feels the 

• ' Therefore, ; o n* weight of the evidence is 
‘ eludes the‘Tobacco Indus- increasingly pointing in 

try Research Committee— one direction:: that exces- 

: as well as many, medical' sive smoking is one of the 
men who have no axes to causative factors in lung 

• grind — no one can say cancer.” 

with scientific conviction' It has also caused the 

- that smoking is a causa- British government to 
tive factor in lung cancer. launch an educational 

‘ ' ■ - -R.Tb-.j P5« campaign warning of the 

Rapid Rise Noted danger of cigarette smok- 

^ , According to ACS, lung ing. 

cancer incidence has in- 

creased eight-fold in tile Emphasis on Future 
past 20 years, the most And here in California 
1 . rapidi rise ever reported such evidence has been 

for a non-infectious dis- instrumental in a renewed 

case. Nearly 30,000 men attempt to incorporate in 
and approximately 5,000 school curriculums an ed- 
women' v.ill die of lung ucatioral program on 
cancer this year, the so- smoking, 
ciety reports. “Educating adults In 

A two-pack-a-day male the dangers of smoking is 
cigarette smoker who has doomed to failure,',’ a 
been smoking for years spokesman fortheLos An- 
has about 1 in 10 chances geles: County branch of 
of developing lung, can- ACS told The Times, 
cer. A less than a pack “The emphasis must be 
a day smoker has about 1 on the future—on the ed- 
in 36 chances of develop- ucation of our children. 
Ing the disease. The odds Such a course should be a 
for a non-smoker are simple presentation of 
about 1 in 270. .facts, not a condemnation! 

These AGS figures are it should be taught the 
based'entirely on statistic same way that arithmetic 
cal evidence gathered in' Is taught” 

VIkI” ,°!u Clarencs Cook Little, 

habits of thousands of VIC- s<. d soiemifie director of 

Th’.w Ir. ''"f tbe Tobacco Industry Re- 

■ ‘ search Committee, has this 

any clinical or laboratory tn saV . » mas 


" nI{\. ^ P‘ • "The scientific world ■ 

•i'l«been cautious in 
la claims for a' 

' * ^ ‘ >^' * V V '. I ,' cure for cancer. We should' 

V'be just as cautious today 
accepting claims that 
||\Kllll"r] a direct cause of cancer 
\J I ImU has been'found: 

^ ^ A I 1^ I" *‘The statistical associa- 

f ^ Al Ivk T tions .’‘fiported between ex- 
V ■ ' cessive cigarette smoking 

^ v;HiV cancer have 

™ r““'iri£ss s 

ISes Arc Not Proven search. They have notpro- 
•; 1. .'.'Mf-i: f:-^-vf^^ 'vided the answers—nor 
[es'on cancer, presenting a can any purely statistical 
ues in treatment and pre- association do so. 

Ho Simple Cause 

rimes Medical Editor . .- I -: ‘‘Nonsmokers get lung 

3”S.:‘”.::r.,rs 

• ^ r get lung cancer. Obvious- 

cancer Society. jy^ there is no simple cause 

evidence which proved mechanism re- 

that smoking waa the =’^‘‘.‘''2 c>Sare«e 


this articlie. 

world' jJ. r Action Suggested 


smoking.” 

Other medical men have 
pointed out that the epi¬ 
demic like increase may 
be dlie to factors totally 


to declare:: “The Public .P . . iu ‘ if' 


they suggests are -the de¬ 
velopment of better diag¬ 
nostic facilities and lon¬ 
gevity of the population. 

A Canadian researcher 


sive smoking is one of the . ^ ;-3naaian researener 
causative factors in lung 5®* found no X-ray e\i- 
.. dence of lung cancer m 


cancer.' 

It has also caused the 
British government to 
launch an educational 
campaign warning of the 
danger of cigarette smok¬ 
ing. 

Emphasis on Future 

. And here in California 
such evidence has been 


northern Indians and! Es¬ 
kimos, almost'all of whom 
smoke heavily. This sug¬ 
gests that smoking alone 
is not the cause of the dis¬ 
ease. ■ . 

And a Scot ’•Investiga- 
lor. Dr. T. W. Lees, Law 
Hospital. Carluke, Scot¬ 
land, has analyzed the evi- 


instrumental in a renewed denoe suggesting a reli- 
attempt to incorporate in tionship between smok- 
school curriculums an ed- ing and lung cancer and 
ucatioral program on concluded that smoking is 


smoking. 

“Educating adults 


nd' more intimately con¬ 
cerned with Jung cancer 


the dangers of smoking is than the increase 


doomed to failure,',’ a 
spokesman for the Los An- 


nana eating, cinema going 
and .many other habits 


geles ' County branch of which have grown the past 


ACS told The Times. 

“The emphasis must be 


50 years. 

Obviously, the tobacco 


on the future—on the ed- industry and the American 
ucation of our children. Cancer Society cannot both 
Such a course should be a be right, 
simple presentation of According to Dr. Abra- 


.facts, not a condemnation! 
It should be taught the 
same way that arithmetic 
Is taught.” 

Clarence Cook Little, 
Sc.D., scientific director of' 
.the Tobacco Industry Re¬ 
search Committee, has this 
to say; 


ham M. Lilienfeld of'Johns 
Hopkins School of Hygiene 
and Public Health, a lead¬ 
ing authority on cancer 
preveniibnj some sort of 
action must be taken if 
success in controlling lung 
cancer is to be achieved. 


This action,,he says in a iJJS 
recent issue of the Amerl- ^ 
can' Journal of' Publlc^^ 
HeaUh. can be directed at 
three points: the cigarelte/ i^ 
the smoker or the expo-‘:^^S 
sure of the smoker to cig- 
arettes. ... ; ' 

Concerning the dga- ‘yJJJ 
rette, it may be possible to 
determine the cancer-caus- ' 
Ing chemical in tobacco ; 
and remove it or alter the y® 
cigarette in such a way'J^pl 
that the cancer<ausing ac-'*' 
tivity is lessened. ’ 

/' “To achieve this objeo-• 
tive a great deal of chem- 'ilS 
ical research is Ih'progress 
and perhaps in' tne near 
future this will he the ma- 
jor control measure,” Dr, 
Lilienfeld says. - > 

As for the smokeri the‘ •*4^ 
physician believes there 
are factors influencing host 
susceptibility to the can- 
cer>causing activity of to- 
bacco and this is why all • 
heavy cigarette smokers 
do not develop ' lung can- 
cer. . 

Very little is presently 
known about susceptibili- 
ty, h 0 w e V e r. More rfc* 
search is needed in this '.'Wj 
area in order to learn a 
method for determining ' 
the susceptible state so 
that persons possessing 
could I be motivated nprto 
take up smoking. ^ 

The third approach, tiy- 
ing to influence the smok- 
ing public to give up the 
habit and to educate teen- 
agers not to begin 
ing, also i n V o 1 v e s uh- 
known factors. In this' Vg 
case the unknown factors ’ 
involve human motiva* ‘‘'Jn 
tion. . 

Striking Feature JjjrVi 
“The striking feature ■’'.‘j- 
about these remarks i ; 
that even after we have 
decided that action'should 
be taken in the field of. 
preventive medicine we ' ' ’ 
are faced with'a lack of ” 
knowledge necessary for 
developing adeauate con¬ 
trol measures,” Dr. Lilien¬ 
feld! writes. ' / 'tr , 

■ “Manv basic problems in 
the field of cancer can 
only be solved by, a more 
Intensive public health re- 
search edort. It is notnec- ;•* 
cssary to await the time 
when the biochemists and 
biophysicists have solved 
the 'riddle of the cancer 
cell’ for the development . 
of a sound, scientific pro- • ( 
gram for cancer preven¬ 
tion and control.” 
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